
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Grades 6-8 
Summer Reading List 2021 

 

Incoming 6th graders  
Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach  
Me and Marvin Gardens by Amy Sarig King  
The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez  
The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall  
The Key to Extraordinary by Natalie Lloyd  
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 
 

Incoming 7th graders 
Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan. 
Lowriders in Space by Cathy Camper 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart 
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 
Nothing but the Truth by Avi 
 

Incoming 8th graders 
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds 
Slay by Brittney Morris 
 
 

Summer Reading Assignment- Due Wednesday, August 18th, 2021 
 
After reading one book, students must complete the following 2 assignments: 
 
Assignment #1 Short Answer Responses 

 
Please complete the questions below on a separate sheet of paper; you may also type your responses. 
Answers must include textual support Don’t forget to include the title of the book and the author.  
1. Describe in 2-4 sentences who the main character is. Be sure to include a personality trait and 

other important information.  
1b. Quote text evidence from the book to support the description above. (*Cite the page number).  

2. Explain in 1-3 sentences when and where the story takes place. In other words, describe the setting 
or time period of the text. Then explain how the setting impacts the text.  
2b. Find an example of textual support from the book that supports the description above. (*Cite 
the page number).  

3. What is the story’s main problem or conflict and how is it resolved?  

http://amzn.to/2pam3pM
http://amzn.to/2pdKO6K
http://amzn.to/2pdAcoq
http://amzn.to/2pdgYzl
http://amzn.to/2onM1cg
http://amzn.to/2oDX9wW
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48855.The_Diary_of_a_Young_Girl
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3720.Anne_Frank
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2657.To_Kill_a_Mockingbird
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1825.Harper_Lee
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9460487-miss-peregrine-s-home-for-peculiar-children
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3046613.Ransom_Riggs
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3732.Lorraine_Hansberry
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52220686-stamped
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1229281.Jason_Reynolds
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43723509-slay
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18443440.Brittney_Morris


3b. Quote text evidence from the book that shows how the conflict is resolved. (*Cite the page 
number).  
 

Assignment #2 Project Choice: 
 
Required Assignment 2 (Project-Choose 1):  

• Piece of Artistic Expression: If you are artistic or good with your hands, create a painting, sculpture, or other visual 
media object connected to your book. You will need to write a short summary of the book and an explanation of the 
object and how it connects to the book you just read. I will not accept a drawn picture on a piece of notebook paper! 
Quality work is expected. Only choose this option if you are very creative and can artistically represent your book.  

• Character Journal: Choose a character from your novel and write at least three journal entries from his or her point of 
view. Detail the thoughts and feelings of this character as he or she experiences the plot of your novel. Each entry 
should be one page in length (Typed or hand written in a journal)  

• Poetry Journal- If you enjoy writing poetry, you can write a collection of poems that chronicle your novel. You need to 
write at least 3 poems that correspond to characters, themes, events or other elements seen throughout your novel.  

• Soundtrack: Imagine that you have been hired to develop a soundtrack to your book. Find at least ten songs that 
showcase the book’s themes, settings, emotions, characters etc. You must include the following with your project: a USB 
with your songs or bring in your list of song titles and singers, a brief explanation for each song on how it relates to the 
book, and the lyrics for one of the songs that best represents the book. All songs and lyrics must be appropriate for 
school and should not contain unacceptable language or themes.  

• Comic Book: Create a comic book using the plot of the book you just read. You don’t need to include every little detail, 
but all the main events and main characters should be represented. It should include at least 10 frames and be in color! 
Stick figures on a sheet of paper will not be accepted. Only choose this option if you can represent your book accurately 
through drawing or computer program.  

• Video interview: Using a recording, video a mock interview with the main character of your novel. You need to include 
a script written out for the interview (which is turned in with the video).  

 
Assignments will be submitted to Ms. J during Language Arts on the first day of school. 

Total Point Value: 40 points 
 
 

Please email Ms. J with any questions: jjimenez@riseacademyschools.com 
 
 


